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VI 

PHAN TH-lJ SAU 


NHAN VAT BAN Xtf H6l TAY MCfl QUA 


Day phai dau chi c 6 bon don ban l&m ba chu tai Sai 
Gon thud giao thd, khi Tay mdi qua. Tiep theo con nhGng 
gidi die s&c nhdt. Xin xem Thcf Nam Ky va Thcf Nam Ky 
tiep, bdn in Nha Dong Tan Dinh nam 1903). 

1. Day la bon hau can cac quan Tay 

Nile nong nhCtng ke hoai think! 

Tiing Tay thong biet, tildng vinh trong doi. 

Ao van qudn nhiiu dao chcri, 

Doi mSi lilac diiu, gi&t phai tren dau. 

Xa Tao (?) Soai phii a dau, 

Vilan hoang mua gay, ngilai hau can quan... 

(The Nam Ky, tnJang 15) 

Ao quan bang v&n nho xuyen nhieu, toan nhflng thd 
dit tien, phai hang an to xai ldn mdi dam dung. Lucre giht 
dau toe l&m b&ng vay doi moi co dieu vang la trang sure ede 
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ky sang trong thud xua, den n&m 1915 con thay dung, nay 
dao md co con g&p. 

Xa Tao day ch&c la xa gia hau Tao Thao (tieng noi 
dieu hdt boi). 

Hoai think. C<5 ph&i chang: “Hoai” la mang, “thinh” 
la thanh danh; hoai thinh la “mang danh”? 

2. V a day la may thay thong ngon ky Igc 

Cac ong tham bien ditang dang. 

Tieng Nam ngitai biet, diem dang kho qua: 

Ong nao chdng biet tiing ta, 

Cf ngoa u b6, noi ra ndi vao, 

Qu& mua lang xom chu nao , 

Tai dinh hdu vide da nao het hon. 

N&n hit nhd ti&'ng thong ngon. 

Dita ten cung phai, lap chon bao ndi. 

(cung truttng 15) 

Luc ban so, trong Nam Ky, Tay dao tao ngvfcri giup 
viec bang each tuyen lua hoc tro ldp nhuft ede trUdng tinh, 
dem ve Sai Gon day dd tai tru'd ng d’Adran (chd trifdng 
Taberd bay gid). Sinh vien dupe &n 6 tai trUdng, them 
lanh phu cap m6i thang va xa bong giat do, gi&y, y phuc 
kieu Tay moi nhm may bo: o be nhu vay, ma luc dau it 
ngudi dam xin hoc vi con so trieu dinh ta trd lai n4m 
chanh quyen. Mot cau con nha giau tinh Gia Dinh, mudn 
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ngtfdi di hoc the cho minh, sau nay cau trd nen “ten ban 
quan com tai cau tau Soc Trang”, con anh hoc tro kho 
chem che la ong chu quan chau thanh. Doc phu sd. Sinh 
vien trifdng d’Adran thi ra trifdng, ai dau so cao dupe tu y 
lua: neu ham dn lufong ldn (sau dong bac con 6) (piastres 
en argent decorees de l’Aigle Mexicain) thi b6 lam thay 
giao day d6, bkng nhu ham lam thong ngon (tuy luttng 
kem hem, co bon ddng bac con O, nhimg con trong cay ncfi 
tien cda sau, tien “li xi” va Id loc bung mam), con lai nhdng 
ngudi khong dau nhimg hanh kiem tot thi deu dupe thau 
dung vao cac sof mdi tao lap: TrUdng tien, Nha Day thep, 
sd Hoa do,...) Xifa thay “thong ngon'’ oai 1dm: chdc lam 
“interprete” khi “ddng ban ong Chanh” (thong dich vien 
cua Tham bien chu tinh) thet ra khoi, khi “khi dufng ban 
ong Pho”, lam tay sai va thong dich vien cho Pho tham 
bien, het ra Ida, ngay sau thay thong ngon du nam lam 
viec dupe thi mot ky nda roi duqc bo lam Huyen len Phu, 
roi Doc phu sd, lam chu quan, dai dien cho quan Phap 
trong mot vung, “oai nhu gi&c”, “oai thau trdi”, “oai hern 
ong ghe”!. 

Vi kieng ke nen dan tang vp cac vj ay chdc “co Thong’’ 
“co Huyen”. Chdc ky luc ban scf goi lam vay, nhimg sau doi 
lai la “thcf ky” tdc “secretaire”. Luc dau thcf ky tuyen trong 
hang hoc tro ldp nhdt, chua d6 dat, khong cap bang, nhimg 
hoc Idc kha, viet chd that dep va it 16i lam. Vi kem ve hon 
Thong ngon, nen dan ban chdc “thim ky S.” hoac “Thim 
S.” cho ba vq, dong mot hang vdi may thim vp cac chu 
tiqm Tau trong Chp Ldn. Den khi chdc thong ngon d&c 
biet chi dung de gpi cac thong dich vien ben Toa an 
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(interprete des tribunaux), cac thay Thong ben Toa Bo 
deu liefc vao so “secretaire” (tho ky), nhung phan biet ra 
“tho ky chanh ngach, ngach soai phu” (thcr ky dia hat” 
(thay ky tlnh, lanh lUofng lang) (secretaire regional). Khi 
ay, cac thim van dong va dong he len chufc “co ky” nip rip! 

Dan ddi trade, di hau quan Tdy, ben Toa an thi chua 
co trang sit, ben Toa bo it co tham bien sanh sdi tieng 
Viet, va moi m5i deu trong cay noi thay Thong ngon, cho 
nen dan so “thiy” hon vp “ong rau rxa”! Thong ngon tieng 
mat tieng con, lqi hai vo cung. Co 1§ vat thi viec vay hoa 
ngay, khong 16 khong tien thi dan thay thua kien trade 
mSt. Co khi vi bat tai, m&y thay Thong ngon ddi trade 
giet ngadi khong can dao ben. Cau toa hoi: “Demandez au 
condamne s’il prefere les travaux forces ou la peine de 
mort?”. Dich khong suy nghi, cau ay hoa ra: “Toa hoi anh 
muon Toa keu an kho sai roi chet chem hay khong?” vi 
thay nghe lam... “et la peine de mort”. O ngoa ii bo. Toi 
khong hieu tron cau. Duy biet “u” la “hau”, “bo” la “vo” 
(tieng Tieu). Con “d ngoa” co phai “au revoir” chang? 

3) Va day la cac “vtf Tay” “me Tay” thdi ay 

Lam con nho co “Chi Hai” 

Dita vao lieu viec, bam ngai moi an. 

Xem ra chang co, hiL ngang (vi chang co tien 
kern theo) (1) 

Lam la chang bam cho lang lam on. 


(1)..,. gian ma noi khong co ti£n kem theo. 
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Dang vi thuc ba lam can. 

May tao, quat nat , qudng dan voi vang. 

(tracing 15) 

(Nhcfn dad nao cung vay). 

4) Con day la ve may chu don ban 
da ke tren 

Dang thiCcmg may chu don ban , 

Nhieu dieu, giay va, xinh xang voi dai. 

Dita ngheo bdt chudc lam hoi, 

Tuy ngitai quart tit sank chai khong bdng. 

Ra vao lam bo hung hang, 

Xet ra mai biet la thang don com! 

Kia baythui dit con tham!!! 

(trifling 15-16) 

5) Day la gai buon hudng 
ban phan thofi ay 

Mot dem chang biet may chong. 

Cha Va, Ma Ni rung dong “16 i” qua! 

Ngay thi han hd vao ra, 

Ai xa xem thay: Chi Ba ngodt vao. 

Dep long tam ban liku dao, 
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Cda quyen thong tha chu nao bam thita. 

Coi ai that the tha ma, 

Thay khong cung kinh vao thua voi vang: 

Be tao noi voi 6ng quan , 

May la ke nghich, kham dang chung than. 

Ai ma chang nghi thiet hon. 

Muon chi dang nay, chang don tit gi! 

(tnAmg 17) 

(Hang gdi nay dcfi nay vin con) 


6) L$i day la b<?n h? cap khieng ganh 
xach do cho ba dim, cho ong sdn da 
hay ong dlu bep dUtfc Tay cdng, tgc danh 


ba nhe = panier 
ban bu = bambou 
Khien nen con dl phai vi, 

Ba nhe lu ay co gi lung lang. 

Theo Tay doi thung mua an. 

Tra nhieu bat it, chitdi ngang khong vi; 

(truong 17) 


7) Them bpn linh goi “linh t|p” 
thdi ay (tirailleur) 

Nhiiu be kho noi long dong, 

O gan link tap het trong an lam. 
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Di dau co lu c6 doan. 

Root gd, bdt vit, phat hoang bi bdu. 

Ban buon chung da Idc dau, 

Mitbi tien tra bay, ai hau dam k&u! 

(tnfcfng 17) 

8) Sau rd't la linh ma ta, ma nr va ma ta tet (1) 

Dai di nhieu noi ban nha; 

Ma ta co chu hay qua hay quao , 

Gidn ai gitcnn sung phao vao, 

Bao quan nha ngliich, vdy rao xet coi. 

Quan ben tuang that dau noi, 

Phu sai di bdt xet loi sung ra. 

Dang tang roi mac y ta. 

Qua do rao cao doan gia ddn di. . . 

(tnrong 18 ) 


1) Khi binh Phap sang day, ho kco theo dpi quan I-Pha-Nho (Tay Ban Nha) 
cho dong be van toi vua Tii Pufc giet mu c stf Phap va I-Pha-Nho, Bdi 
chung bon I-Pha-Nho khong du ngtfcn, nen ho dan theo md linh thunc dia 
cua ho la linh mo tai Manille-tLfc kinh do quan dao Phi Luat Tan ngav 
nay. NgUdi Ma Lai (Malajs) goi ngi/di linh canh sat la "matamata". Do do 
de ra danh tit "Ma ta”. Nay thay trong Viet Nam tu di£n hbi Khai Tri: Ma 
la: linh canh said Nam K y goi theo tiengMa Lai. Con danh Ur "ma ta let” 
la danh tit khinh bi cua lang dao bua tang ngt/cri linh nhat gan gioi tai 
"chav let”. 
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Nhan vat tuy doi chat nhtfn tam ay van con, co kim 
khong khic may. 

Doan gia... Doan = rdi thi; Gia - gong. 

Doan gia ddn di nghia li: roi thi dong g6ng din di. 

* 

Cai “mot” an mie hoi Tay mdi qua cho den tran chau 
Au dai chien 1914 - 1918 thi: thay thong thay ky, nhiifng 
ngtfcfi c6n thu cifu, gqi phe theo Nho , thi ao dai xuyen den, 
khan dong “Suoi ddn”, gi&y Ha Chiu d£ 16t long ngifa, goi 
theo Quang Dong la “giay ma mi” (ma vi), hofic giay “him 
ech thdu ciidm chur ngiu” dit tai Go Cong. Miy thay tan 
tien goi phe theo Tay , thi bin do bd tring co durng, nut tra 
chuoi. ho phich (1), diu doi n6n “casque Secretaire” cua 
hi$u Paul Canavaggio sin xuit, lh binh tin nhurt hang 
roi, chin them di giay “in phon” (en France), tay xich du 
luc soan den, can sifng triu, thi lai “banh qui xa qui xi”. 
Khi nao duqc chup hinh dung ben quan ldn Chinh thi co 
thit “ci ra oach” (cravate), dien io “u hoe” (veston ouvert) 
tay lo le dieu xi gi tan, thi duy co may co may y dfri ay 
biet cho. (2) 


(1) Ca dao thcri Ky con nhSc: “B&nh to” (paletot) 

ddnh chet xtf hue, u Ao thun” chay lai, durng ke hknh t6! (B&nh tb Am chi 
m£y thay, Ao thun am chi boi don ban...) deu la ngtfdi c6 th£ lUc, d^nh 
ch£t ai c6 thi khon^ din mang. 

(2) Co la va m£y thly. Y (di) l& vd chec kh£ch. Danh tif “b&” chufa may thong 
dung. Tham chi cAc b& ver Tham bien cung goi “cd Chdnh Bet Tanh n 
(Mme Bertin) “C6 Bay doc Cong Ldc* the th6i. 
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Cdc tay don ban, nau bep hau can “Ong To” thi nit 
day nit ni chong mot gang tay, tdm nut den phcri trudc 
bung, quan luc soan trdng khong van, thori ay chUa co 
d£y lung rut, lung quan xo ra kdo phu len d§y nit, goi 
“van quan theo kidu qudn, ban ”, d6 la tay to, khuyen ai 
difng ngo lau ma Sn thoi bit td. 

Ndu bep, don bdn thi diu chit khan nhilu trdng, 
gilt lucre doi m6i, con nhu mdy ong may thay tu vi nhu 
bde nho si, thi chit khan thanh (lua xanh), chd cung khong 
ai ddm vupt bac chit khan nhilu diiu, trir phi m£ty ong gid 
ba ca gan xu6ng 16 thi dung khan dd vSn dupfc chhm che, 
khong ai ndi gi. 

Cdc y, cdc y (1) trong Chp Ldn thi diu bdi t6c tha 
bdnh lai “ba vong mpt ngpn”, an trau tich todt, de mong 
tay ddi va mdi lin xia thuoc thufrng vanh ngon tay cho 
ngUdi ngo&i thay minh c6 ca rd hot xodn bu hay bg nhln 
vang quan kilu “cOiu khuc lidn hudn”. Tren vai may y thudng 
vlt mot kh£n vln Nam Vang dl lau triu, khde vdi mdy co 
vu Tdy thi quan chuoi hpt vdng gin gay co; tay deo kieng 
vdng cham kieu “nhdt thi nhuft ho a” th6m mdc do md ba 
md bdy, tdc xdc dau therm chdnh hieu “Co Ba”. 

Thu phong luu thud dy la chilu chieu ngdi xe song ma 
hodc ddnh mot vong “Ldng T6” (Ldng Tho ndi giong Tay), 
hoac ngdi xe kdo bdnh cao su ddc, ra ben tdu hong mat. 
Neu khong bdi bac thi xem hdt bpi. 


(1) Y, y: ti£ng Tri&u Chau. Tufc: “di n Ik di. 
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V& lai kdp hat chau do cung 16 nhcm vat ddng ke, 
nhof m£y y, may thim bao boc nen khong thua ngudi thg 
bac c6 tidng la d6m 6n ddm xai, khong kem may chu don 
b6n dlu bep 6ng Tay. 

Mieng the gian 6n m£m. Sn muo'i m6 doc dia, da ghi 
hang ting ldp xa hoi nhu sau: 

Mitai gib Ong Chanh vk tay 

C6 Ba d lai, Idy thdy Thdng ngdn . 

(Biet dau m6c d£u 6ng Chanh con tai vi, ho da cam 
nhau trudc roi). 

Nhung ket duyen cung dan thay 16 de c£u sang, sao 
bi: 

Thong ngon, ky luc, bac chuc khdng mang, 

Ldy chSng thg bac , deo vang dd tay! 

Don b6n, kdp hdt, thg bac, ngifcfi n6o cung dua nhau 
liftfc doi moi, 6ng ddt nanh heo, nhung ngudi chu 16 kheo 
tay 16m gi cung g6c tren mot b6c: luge didu vang, ong dot 
bit vang, th6m trdn tay c6n chiec khau v6ng, ho6c sgi day 
chuydn dong hd qua quit cung vang, hap dan kh6c nao co 
ngii me biia lu. 

Thinh thodng anh kep h6t banh trai, nh6 giong tot, 
m£t liec dua tinh, da chiem tim co gai mjfa mua. B£ng cd 
16 c6n lai bai thi nhu sau: 
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Vjnh kep hat bQi 

Nhd ma khong hoc Idn lam ngang. 

Trong danh ba hoi da thay quart! 

Ra rap ngoi tren ba dita hieu, 

Vo buong dxlng diiai may ong Lang. 

Milan mdu son phan ong kia no, 

Cdi l&p cdn dai chu di&'m dang. 

Tuy chdng ra chi nhitng cung sitdng: 

Da tiing trqn mdt lai phiing mangf! 

TU QUY 

(Chtfcmg Dan thi thoai, 1936 - Hue, tr.12) 

Trong tap thi thoai ke tren, Phan Khoi tien sinh noi 
ro ring bai thcf nay la tic gia lam ra cot y de chi trich ong 
Nguyen Duy Hieu khcri binh Can Vifcrng b Qulng Nam, 
nhung ong thirdng “y chtfc quan ma lung lac ban dong sir”. 
Biet Tu Quy thi It Phan Khoi (C hirer ng Dan) biet ro hem 
toi r6i, viec ly khoi noi. Vi§c ding noi II trong bai thor 
“kep hit boi”, toi nhln ky rlt co the Tu Quy mirgn c 6 
trich mlt ong ban Nguyln Duy Hieu, nghia hiep co thira, 
nhimg con kem dufc do, quan tuf, luon the Tu Quy lly edr 
vinh kep hit ma moc lo bon quan “nhay dii” thud ay, tho 
llm dirge nhtf vay mdi die the cho! 

Cau nao cau nay an sat de tai “kep hat boi”, nhifng 
ky trung ngiTcfi bang quan hieu ngam biet Tu Quy muon 
noi ai nCfa kia. Nao! “Nho an hoc chlng ra gi, ldn theo 
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Tay ta roi Tay phong chiirc cung “ong kia ong no”. Nhi/ng 
buoi tiec tung dinh dkm thi ng6i vfech dfec tren ba anh 
hifcfng chijrc quen, stfdng that, nhtfng sao bi khi chau hlu 
cac ong bung bu, khum num dtfdi be khd coi lkm sao! 
Bknh rkng “ong kia no” lk bfe ngoki, chd bfe trong kh6 che 
day cki dot cua chu difem dkng van phcfi rknh rknh trtfdc 
mkt moi ngiicfi. H6i thuf con nit len ba n6 cung biet bao 
nhieu d6 lk Tu Quy mfe ta hinh dang bon “nhay du” chur 
gi. Cku tkm Da tilng tran mdt lai phung mang mdi la 
chifdi thi fen ha! Sddng con rky qua! 

* 

Trong ckc nhon vkt sdm ra ddi, cue cung lam quan 
cho Phkp, ding ke lk: Ton Tho Tudng, cai tong Du, lanh 
binh Huynh Cong Tan, tri phu Trin Bk Loc, tri phu 
N guy fen True, tri huyfen Dfe Hufu Phdcrng, thong ngon 
Joannfes Lifeu, Paul Ldofng vk Loan (theo ong Khufeng Viet, 
“Ton Tho Tddng” trddng 60). 

Dcfi 6ng T6n Tho Tifcmg vk tam sd cua T6n, nhk vkn 
Khufeng Viet da vife't thknh skeh. NhCfng ong kia cung 
thdi thfe' diia day, noi ra them e “buft day dong rdng”. Tfei 
chi ghi lai day nhdng nhan vat “nay lufa”, nhung tam giku 
ten... 

1) Ong thuf nhurt xuat than “doi” roi th&ng tri huyen, 
tri phu, roi ve hifu “ham tong doc”. Mfe ong nay d tinh My 
Tho, ai di tau gan tdi xd san xuat cam ngon lk thay silng 
sufng trddc dau doi ngay khuc nga ba song hung dung. 
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Ong li ngUcfi gifl dao Thien Chua, vi cim thii vua Ttf 
Bufc blit dao, ndn sdm ra giup Phip vi lap rit nhieu cdng 
Idn, nhttag ve gii lai bi Phip bo rdi. Ngoii Bic Hit cd 
Holing Cao Khii, trong Nam Hi c6 ong. Nhan vat nay da 
tifng cung vdi nhan vat ntia li Nguyen Than, khdt tieng 
miln Trung, ca hai dong thu vai tuong “dinh bai Mai 
Xuan Thifdng” vting Binh Binh. (1). 

Linh Phip va quan vo Phap dinh cung binh V&n 
Thin cu nhiy trdt mot nim trcfi ma binh khong noi giic. 
NgiJdi Phip muon mua chufic nhtfn tarn, nufa ctfcfng nufa 
nhu, khi chiing khi thing vi kh6ng n3 xuong tay ddc thu. 
Phip bit duqc dich quin thi giam vio nguc that li cung. 
Giam mai nguc thit day diy ngudi yeu niitfc, cho n&n thdt 
quan Phap phii vifn den 6ng. Opg ra quan chi cd may 
thing ma dep yen vung Thuin Khinh (Khinh Hoa, Binh 
Thuin). 

Ong ngucri khd rio dong diy, mdi mdng, cip mit cd 
sat khi. Ong bit duWc dich thu, nhtft quyet khong cam tu 
vi chi chit dau y quin linh: chem ngiidi nhuf chdm chuoi, 
chdm khong chifa con dd. Cac ong gii bi c£, nay nghe 
nhic tin 6ng diu thay lie diu. Chlnh toin quyln Paul 
Doumer da ha mot ciu xic dang: “Viec iy da biet dd, co" 
nhien li phai vay! Neu muon (nhcfn nghla) va chdr chi edn 
ke hoach nio khac, thi thi dimg sai hin cim binh...” (2) 


(1) Theo sich L’Indochine (Souvenirs) pr Paul Doumer. Vuibet et Nony, Paris, 
1905, tnfang 162. 

(2) U I1 fallait s’y attendre et ne pas Penvoyer si on voulait et si on pouvait 
faire autre ment” (Ulndochine * Souvenirs par P. Doumer. tnflmg 60) 
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Ngay nay con nghe nhac nhCrng phi/ong ph6p qu6 bao 

t6n: 

Be doi pho vdi cac dich binh khong khiifng ra quy 
thuan va thufrng an minh noith6m som cung coc, c6 mot 
c6ch tuy§t d6'i: 

Sai b6t cha me vq con cua nguffri 6y, dong gong cdm 
tu. Mot m^t bo c6o trong ngo6i ky han bao nhi6u ng6y, 
phai ra nap mang. Bkng khong thi: 

- Cha, me, v6 vO, beu dau 1km linh; 

- Tre con thi bo vao 16 ng coi gia gao, sai linh dung 
ch6y ldn quet ra nhtf quet nem! 

- Doi vdi pham nhon tqi khong dang chet, co khi 
cung cho than nhon lanh ve. M6 d6y 16 m6t dau 16 ng 
kh6c nufa. 

Tr6 choi 6c dpc 16 bo ngtfhi dan 6ng v6o non 16 nop 
b6ng, moi ngufri mqt ndp may bit dau duoi, chi chifa mot 16 
d $ lot “b6 do kin” ra ngo6i, dan b6 n6o nhin duqc “cua 
rieng” thi lanh duqc chong ve! 

Neron 16 bao quan t6n nh6n, L6 Ngoa trieu cung 
bao chua xu danh, con chtxa nghi ra vi6c n6y! 

Co mot h6m, ra dudng nghe m6t dtfa nhd len nam, 
chuci cha mang me. Sai b6t dufa tr6, bo nhin doi suot 
ng6y, xe chieu sai linh difa cho tre mot chen ccrm canh va 
mot doi dua thuf ng6y xUa, mqt dau xanh mot dau do. Dua 
n6y thi/dng dung dau d6 va corn, dau xanh chi dung khi c6 
tang. Dura nho cam dua so ngay ngln, d I dau d6 xuong 



232 


VLfCJNG H6NG SEN 


dntii, dn th$n. Len dn: tu6i thtf ma da c 6 tri kh6n. Ph&m 
da khdn thi kh6ng phdp ming chu'di ngrffri sanh d£ ra 
mlnh: Quit! Qu£t cho tuy#t nhflng thuf ph&n cha phin me! 

Chuy£n kh6ng dich x3c, khong dim chic c 6 qud nhtf 
viy ch&ng, chdp ra d&y nhir mot tai lieu buoi tr3 dit, khong 
quen dinh difu hdi that ldn (?). 

Dep xong gi3c, dtforc thSng Tong doc va dufcrc ban de 
tam ding Bic diu boi tinh (Commandeur de la Legion 
d’Honneur), nhimg chim duf het thi na treo ddu ttfcrng, Phap 
ngin n§n khong dung nOa. 

N&m 1899, To3n quyin Doumer than hinh tii Sai 
Gon d6 dudng xuong nhi thSm, thi da gan mien, chi may 
thing sau la nhim mit. La ky 13 troi tring day chon 
“dufng”. Ma chay linh dinh suo't may chuc ngay dai, m6i 
bffa nga b6 vat heo thet tren ngan mieng in. Quan tai 
dit xu6hg huy£t co llnh tap bong sung chio, du mat quan 
Lang sa dif dim (Paul Doumer. Souvenirs, truong 59-62). 

Con trai in hoc ben Phip, ve lam quan it lau, cung 
khit tieng nhu cha, bay gib chq Sa Die nha vuong lang 
Tin Quy Dong con truyen tung cau lien: 

Tdn thi My Thanh , chanh bo Luc Na (1) cong sang 

tao, 

Quy dan lac lai, Huynh ditetng Tran Bd Tho kinh 

dinh. 

Co dich tip Nhi thdp tit hieu ra Phap van vi quoc 


(1) Ten mot tham bten Ph£p, khong r<3 chanh ta viet ra sao. 
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nguf. Sau ra lkm hoi dong quan hat (conseiller colonial), 
dkm an dam n6i, Doumer nhin nhan ngUdi Phap khong 
bi. Buon rau vi$c tii, tu tuf bang sung luc. 

2) Nh£n vit thut hai cua dkt Sai Gon, Ik mQt hkm 
T<5ng doc cd t&n dat mQt con dufdng thi tuf nhtft tai Chor 
Ldn. 

Co tieng la “hien” hon ong kia. Ngudi ndm thkp, 
phop phdp, rdu bac le the, rau mdp de ngach trd vuot sap 
nhon qudt nhu c&p sifng trau. V& gia ua don dua tan khdch 
Phap dai rifqru sam banh (champagne), cho an bdnh Petit 
beurre thuf de Nantes chdnh hieu. 

Nha don nufa Tky nufa Ta, n&m can do ltfomg thanh 
vong go qu^ cham long kheo leo, trudc nha cd san rong 
chiftig toan cay ki^ng gdc (cky the), ngd mat ra mot con 
kinh da l(ip. Doumer t A hinh trang da viet mot cau ngQ 
nghlnh: “Ngtfdri 6ng giong hat nha ong: ngoki bay y phuc 
Pha Lang Sa, trong giuf phong tuc bin xut” (1) 

Ngoi nha nky da dd, dat thi ban cho khdch Tau xay 
nha choc trcfi 1dm tufu quan, cao lau va rap cine. Chi chifa 
mQt khuynh de 1km ntfi thd phuong. MA'y chuc ndra ve 
trtfdc, cd bac con thanh hanh, vua do bac, “Thdy Sdu Ngo” 
nhieu tien, mUdn dat lam ch6 hot me an thua urc van. Nghi 
cho con chau ran rat, do dat thanh danh, ma tuf dudng 
chtfa dly tieng tho tuc, nude bot va dam xanh, cd phai 

(1) II ressemble a sa maison, ayant pris le costume frarujais pour ses rela- 
tions ext£rieures et conservant les moeursindigknes" P.Doumer Souvenirs... 
trueme 67). 
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chlng la cln qul? 

Tieng ring “hiln”, la hien hcfn ong kia, chd xet ra 
mdt ddi mau thuan: Lay mot ty du la doi vdi Thu Khoa 
Huan. Che chd cung y, dem ve nha dam bio va cap dddng 
cung y, ma roi bat nap cho Tay hinh hinh, cung y not. 

Xuat thin ho trddng, biet chi? nho, sdm ra dau vl 
lkm tay sai die ldc cho Phkp. 

Thud ay, noi tieng Tay, ba xi ba tu, dau c6 “ngon 
lknh” nhir ddi bay gid. Sd ay c6 nhien. Nhdng co mdt giai 
thoai nhd sau, tdi chep ra, nhdng xin co bkc difng hdi 
nhieu vl khdng bao lanh dung sd that. 

Tddng truyln vao mdt dip dlu xuan, dem dang cho 
mot quan Lang sa quk Tet: mot con de xom beo md kip 
due 16 dem giao thifa. Quan hoi: “Con gi? Ong cho tdi con 
gi do?” 

Quynh quk quen phufc, khdng nhd ro “bouc” hay 
“chdvre”, thdi thi tk hinh dang no cung dune: “Luy mem 
xoi xien” “dk na blp” “da na cdt” (meme chose chien, il y a 
barbe, il y a corne). Cau nay dung nguyen vkn hay chkng, 
tdi khdng dam chic. Bieu tdi dam chic la quan dut 16 “de 
xom” an ngon lknh va td do cau kia da de ddi trdr nen bat 
hu. Gin day trong Nam con i?a noi vdi nhau thknh nguf 
“mem xdi xien” dd the td ngi? “dong mot the nhd nhau”. 

Mot giai thoai nufa: 

Tet Nguyen din. Nhk ly ra cau ddi c6 treo giai thddng. 
Cku doi ra nhd vay: 
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Bat Chg Lon co nha ho Do, 

D6 mot nha: Ngu phtidrc tom da. (1) 

Khong bilt qua that ching, ve sau c6 ngUdi gdi den 
cau dap nhif vay, nhifng khong nh$n thifdng: 

Cu lao RSng, co lu thing phung. 

Phung mot lu: Cilu trung hat nha (2) 

Co nhiin khong ai dim nhin minh Ik tic gia ciu 

niy. 

NgUcfi chip ra day cang cln th$n hdn, khdng cam 
doan cau aLy do ai da hoc lai. 

3) Nhorn vat thuf ba, kich li£t nhtft thtii, l£ Huynh 
Cong Tan. Ngircfi tinh Go C6ng, nay con thach tru trifdrc 
cho beu danh. Ban diu chong Phip, sau ve lang, dang II 
ra mit bing each bin gay xuong song 6ng Lanh binh 
Tnftmg C6ng Binh. Phip ghi cflng cat nhic 14 n Lanh binh 
tin trao. 

Khi 14m chung, ong T6n Tho Ttfdng dilu: 

Phu qudi thi thang lai, oanh liit hung tdm khinh 
nhtit trich, 

Thinh danh itng bat hu, tic dtiong cong ludn phu 
thiin thu. 

(Giau sang ay thoang qua, lifng liy hung tim khinh 


(1) Mpt nhd hien dat: ndm trai dau cao quan ldn, ha gdi chdng aang trons. 
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mpt nem, 

Tieng t&m danh ch&ng muc, che khen cdng luan phu 
ng&n n&m). 

Con trai Huynh C6ng Mieng, du hoc ben Phdp, ve xuf 
luc diu theo Phu Tran B4 Loc, ddnh vdi gific “Van Than” 
ngoai Thuan Khanh. Sau nay nghi sao khong ro ma khong 
nhan chufc gi, chi ngao du an xhi theo but cong tuf. Bi 
kh&p Luc Tinh, di den d&u, ira danh 16n benh viic ngtfdi 
mic nan, het tien v6 quan Tay “mifpn xai”. Quan ne tinh 
cu dng cha, h&ng tror giup va dau pham phdp cung khdng 
bit t6i. Khi chet dupe ddi nhic ten trong Ve cau Hai Mieng 
dtfdi danh tif ngo nghlnh “Lull linh miln ttf”. Chi ngay 
nay, Ong gia bd cd gdp di hdnh ddng ngang tang ma 
khong bi tpi, tra n6i: “B6 thing d6 la \itu linh mi&n tit hay 
sao md!” 

Bo Id nhtfng nhan vdt xudt than vo biin. C6n sau 
ddy la nhflfng nhon vfit biet thifa c a hpi trd nen cir phu, 
hodc gift chi thanh cao cam tim lam hoc gia suot dcri, tuy 
ngheo nhung trong sach va dupe klnh men. 

4) TRAN NGLfCJN VI: Ngi/di tinh Long Xuy&n, Bdt 
pham ciiu trao, tuc danh “Ong Hap”. Sang trieu Phdp, 
thdng lan Doc phu suf. Sa di ghi ten lai day vi la than 
sinh vi trang su diu tien nude Nam. Tran NgUOn Hanh, 
da tifng day Han hoc Trudng Ngon ngiir Bong PhtfOng 
(Ecole des langues Orientales), va vi cd nha tren dudng 
Tran Hung Bao can nha ong Ton Tho Tudng d me song 
dtfdng Cau Kho. 

5) TRLfdNG VlNH KY, tu SI TAI, TRUONG MINH 
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KY, tir THE TAI, HUYNH TINH CUA, tq TINH TRAI. 

Day la ba nha hoc gia trong Nam, tieu sd nhieu nai 
da ghi ro rang nen khong chep lai. Ong Si Tai nha d ch6 
nen nha ba Doc phu Phai, difdng Trin Hung Dao, nori day 
nay Id xddng day cat may y phuc Au Tay (trai Yen The). 
Ong The Tai, dong doi ong TrUcfng Minh Giing la ngudi 
tdng cam binh oai trdh xtir Cao Mien, nha d dudng Dodn 
Thi Diem, con chau con ran rat. Ong Tinh Trai, ngudi 
Phutfc Tuy (Bd Ria), xuat than thong ngon chuf La Tinh, cd 
nhd ong Ton Tho Tudng chi bilu them chuf Nho, tac gia 
Dai Nam quoc dm tu vi, nay c6n huru dung, nha trdn xom 
Tan Dinh. (1) 

Ba ong minh triet bio than, gdn bun ching nhuom 
miii biin, khong ham “due nude bdo co” nhu ai, chi say dao 
ly va hoc hoi, song dat Tao ma 16 ng giuf Hdn, thde kh6ng 
tieng nha, thdy d6 ma mifng th£m nude nha nhtfng can ba 
dAo s6ng gi6 c6n hiem ngudi xufng danh hoc tro cufa Khong. 

Nghi cho tay dao tay sung lAm nSn su nghiep nhu 
nhtfng nha kia, nhung khi nham mat, sq nghi|p hoen 6 
lun bai, sao bkng mgt ng6i but, mot nghien mtfc, su nghiep 
vftn chuong trudng cdu cua ba dng tien boi ndy mdi that 
quy va thorn. 

6) Sdi Gon c6 bon nhd giau goc: nhilt Si, nhi Phitang, 
tarn Xiictng, til Dinh. Nhuft Si la ong Le Phat Dat. Ngtfdi 
Cau Kho, thud nho ten ST. Nhan qua hoc La Tinh d Cii lao 

(1) Ngay l er Avril 1961, cu Tracing Vlnh Tong goi di$n thoai, khen tac gia 
viet "vui” \k cho biet nha 6ng Huynh Tinh Cua xira d x6m Cau Kho, khi 
nh6 cu thLTdng theo than sinh la cu TriiUng Vinh Ky den nh& n£n nhd ro. 
(V.H.S) 
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P6nang g&p thay trung ten ndn doi lai 1 £l Bat. Tuy v$y 
diri vln quen goi theo ten cu (Nh& thd Huyen Si). 

XuS’t than thong ngon chuf La tinh. (Thoti ay, dao tao 
nhcm vien thong thao chuf tieng Phdp chifla kip, nen 
ph&i dung ngifori d tracing nhd D6ng ra, hoc chuf La tinh 
vh chuf Hdn vh chuf Quoc ngur do tnJdng Pdnang (cd lOu g6t 
cu cua Ba Ba Loc) do cdc thay tu day va dieu khi£n). 

6ng lam vipc nhieu n&m tai Tan An. Tucfng truyln 
budi diu, Tdy mdi qua, dan cu tdn mdc, Phdp phdt mai 
ruqng dat vo thira nhan, gia ban r£ mat m& vln khong c6 
ngOfri ddu gid (1). The roi, dp ndi ong, ong bat die dT chay 
bac mua lieu, ndo ngd van do, ruong trung mua lien tiep 
m£y n&m lien, ong tror nen gidu hu. Trong nhd, c6 treo 
cau do! day dcri: 

Cdn dU kiem, tri gia thitang sack , 

Nhdn nhi hoa, xii the litang do. 

Khi tir tran, xdc ch6n giufa Thdnh dudng Chu Bui 
(2), do ong xuat tien - tren ba muefi muon bac, bac thdi ay, 


(1) D£t Ski Gbn ngky nay mfli thutfc vu6ng, chS dia th6' tot gik tr£n hai ng&n 
bac cung \k thiidng ad. Khong bl nhilng n&m xiia, m5i thude m§t hai ddng 
bac, nftm ba ddng hko, mk khfing c6 tiln mua a^m. C6n n6i gi hdi T&y 
qua, nghe ndi lai, nhilng chu cu ddng h6 bd d£t, khdng nhin nh&n, vv nhAn e 
n5i quan va tridu dinh Hu£ kh£p toi theo chdnh phu Phdp. Vd lai, cimg adre 
ao mqt ng&y kia T£y bai tr&n rut lui, chCfng d6 ai v4 cho nay, hop top l&m 
chi cho mang tqi,., Kh6ng dk bdi dat khong ai nhin, n6n PMp l&p h$i ddng 
thAnh pho, uy ban diin tho roi dtfa nhau di kh£m xit ttag vimg. Den ch5 
n^o dia thi" ttft, thi nhilng hoi vien ban xtf nhin 1^ cua minh: *XJy ,f (oui) m6t 
ti^ng! Den ch5 nao dia thi \Ac dau, tiep theo n6i “No” (non”, mpt tieng! 
Chung quy chi hoc hai ti^ng “Uy” “No” ma c6 ong Mp nghi$p truyen ter luu 
t6n. Nam trifdc tai Sa B6c, tbi h4u chuyen m$t biic lao thAnh, ong Phu Tan 
Him Ninh, nay da quA vang, 6ng tirng ngoi chu quan hat Gb C6ng. Ong 
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va hien dat xay nen. 

Nhi Phtiortg: tufc Bo Hffu Phifcmg Chef Ldn. Da noi 
roi doan trifdc. Su" nghiep trd nen do so nhurt nhi trong xti, 
phin ldn do tay phu nhtfn Tran Thi gay difng. Bh gioi thi 
dam dang noi tref, mot tay quhn xuy£n trong ngohi, lam 
cua d& ra them mai, lai difpc tritfmg tho, mht sau chong. 

Tam Xitdng: tuc danh “Ho Xiforng” ten thiet lit Ly 
Ti/ofng Quan, ttf “Phirdc Trai”, goc ngufdi Minh Htfcmg. Thong 
ngon xuat than. Sdm sdm xin th6i, ra lanh thhu cung cap 
vat dung thufc an cho thi xa. Nhft kheo tay them phiing 
thdi, cu phu khong may hoi. C6n nha thap nhm can nGa 
xi/a nffa nay toa lac difcfng Khong Tuf. Vong rao sht trade 
ngo chufng rhng mht tien ng6 ra kinh co le tnidc kia cao 
rho, nay kinh da lhp, the vho day la con difdng chi, them 
lp b6i dat cao hern san nhh, thhnh thuf shn nhif shu xudng 
va vu6ng nhh da thap nay thay chng lup xup. 

Chu nhh mat da lau. Gia thi k£ch xii, con chi nhieu 
dong, phan hn chia chifa xong. 

Tit Birth Ih H§ Binh. Lam Hp tnfdng, ho Tran (?). 
Nhh d khohng giufa dudng Tran Thanh Chn, gan d6c cau 
Palikao mpt diu vh gin chp Quach Bam m6t dau. Ngoi 


n6i: “Tran. bao nSm Giap Thin (1904) xay ra ng&y 1 th^ng 5, gio thoi 
manh tii 10 gicr sang d£n 10 gift d£m, ni 16c lut ngtfdi tr6i, dat Gb Cong bo 
hoang vo so kl. MAc tinh ai du can dam chiu ra m5t d6ng thu£ thi \km chu 
ch£nh thtfc”. Tuy vay, 6ng Phu ti£p, ma c6 ai them dau. Ho chi lo vdt thay 
ma Ipt vong vang £n sdt deo c6n bon tham d£t ruong, rui thdi kh6ng tien 
ddng thue m&r. no d tu kho th&n vo ich”. 

(2) Tuc danh "Nha thd Huyen Si 7 ". 
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nha n&m cSn trdt chain tro that kheo, cot cam lai bong 
ngdi ngo thay mat; trong nha vat dung tCr khi til cdi ban, 
cai ghi, cai don sanh deu cd ve cu xtra. May n&m trade 
chlnh mit toi con thay lau lau vtfng chic tuy khuynh 
vadn san trade da bi cat xen sat mat tien nhadng ch6 lam 
them va dadng cai nay md rpng nen lap kinh. Gan day, vi 
dat cho cao gia nen tuy nha lap lam phin hoong hoa mi 
con chau da b4n va dcJ di. Thay vao do la mot day ph6 liu 
tifm bu6n khich tru. Phan hoa lcfi tuy cd thdm, nhOng 
thi^t hai phin cd tich til ddy vi cti theo da niy, dd thanh 
Ski Ghn ngiy m$t mit din nhufng diu vdt xaa. 

Sau day, tdi xin lira va ke tiep vai nhdn vat bin xuf 
cd tdnh cich that diin hinh, dl roi bit qua khdo vi nhon 
vdt ngoai quoc, chd tu xet khdng du tai vk cung khong 
tien trong m$t tap nhd khao ve Sai Gon, ma lidt ke cho 
day du nhufng ngadi cu cua bin xuf Sdi Gon xaa, mot le la 
nha the cong viec se racfm ra mat hufng thu, le khac la 
lam lac hadng tap khao cufu nay, (1). 

Nhorn vdt dien hinh, theo toi, tudng nen ke so quy 

bng: 

- M6t nhon vat dai dien nhdm trl thufc, ong Diep Van 
Coong. 


(1) BO “Dieu Co Ha Kim” cua Nguyen Lien Phong soan nim 1915, co chia ra 
ph&n nhuft “dieu” nhOfng danh nhon qui vang, phan nhi “khdnh ha” nhtfng 
nhon v$t dtftfng thfri (1915). T4c gid c6 y kien rat sdm va \km viec sifu 
tdm nky vdi rat nhifki trd ngai. Nhcfn v6t di/qc n6u ten rat sut se c6 khi 
vi hiiu lam kh6ng khting cho ph6p, th&nh thif con thieu sot kh£ nhi£u. 
Day la mot b6 sdch it ai gitf duqc va trd n&n b6 stfu t3p pham hiem co cua 
nhtfng ngi/di chcfi sach. 
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- Ba nhan vat dai dien nhom kinh doanh Lhuang mai 
vk ky nghe: Binh Thdi San, Nguyen Van Cua, Nguyen 
Van Viet. 

- Cac nha v3n nha bao dac sSc. 

- Mot vai than hao co tieng t&m. 

7) Bai dien dien hinh nhom tri thdc la ong Diep VSn 
Cuong, tu Tho San, ve sau thay ky ten cac sach xuat bdn 
Iky hieu “Yen Sa” vi ong que quan lang An Nhon (Gia 
Binh) (1). Thud nho tan can kho sd, nhiftig hoc hay. Sdm 
do bkng trung hoc, chanh phu Phap cap hoc bong cho sang 
Phap hoc tap them, do tu tai doi, trd ve day trudng 
Chasseloup-Laubat, tuc danh “Tri/dng Bon quoc”. Toan 
quyen Paul Bert men thi dUara giup viec ngoai Bic Ky vk 
Trung Kjr. Bufc B6ng Kh&nh chon l&m thay, day vua hoc. 
Mot bk c6ng chua, con ddc Thoai Th£i Vuong Hong Y, de 
m£t xanh vk ha sanh ong Didp V&n Ky. (Didp V&n Ky 1&. 
nha bdo ky cuu trong Nam, do cut nhcfn Ph&p, ddm dn 
dam noi, sau theo NhUt vk chdft khobg ten tuoi, tide thay). 
Vua Th&nh Thai noi ngoi cho ong ve Nam. Ve day ong 
lam Biu Phdng Phien dich nhieu nam vi ong co Phdp 
tich, them lau thong Hdn tu, v5n phap ong khdi n6i, ddi 


(1) TigVig tftm I{fng lay m& ong chi de? lai c6 v&i tac pham thu6c Loai sdch 
hi£m c6. 1) Syllabaire quoc ngU (s£ch v&n qudc ngG) par Di£p Vfln Cifcing 
interpr&te du Gouvernement. Saigon, Ph£t To£n, 55-57 rue d’Ormay, Juin 
1 9 0 9, 

2) Recuieil de morale annamite par Yen Sa Diep Van Citisng, Sai gon, 
Imprimerie de IVnion , 157 rue Calinat, 1917, 3) T$p phong hoa dich ra 
quoc ngit (nhitng toi khdng thdy bdn). Nam 1966, nhon dip ra Hue , mdi ong 
ban chi cho tdi xem nen nha cu cda Di£p Vdn Cilong d Gia H6i va got cu Id 
a ch6ng cua Kim". V.H S. 
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Ay 1A so mpt! GAn tuoi ve hUu, ong trd lai day Sd hoc vA 
Vidt vAn trudng Chasseloup-Laubat nhu trade. Ki viet bai 
nAy khi con hoc ldp dudi, da tdng ddng nghe 16m ngoAi 
eda vA an hAn khong duqc tho giao cung ong. Khoang 
nAm 1919, day Sd hoc, ong lAy Sd diln ca Le Ngoc Cat ra 
bmh chu, day Viet vAn ong biet dem nhdng doan xuat sAc 
trong Kieu, Luc Van Tien vA Chink phu ngdm ipa giai 
thich cung la mdi la. NgUdi ong nAm thap hung vJ, lich 
duydt BAc Nam, ong ngam thi sang sang, noi tieng Tay 
rAt “gion”, binh sanh sd thich hAt bqi, roi chlu bong bay 
rAt mUc phong lUu, tuong hAt nam long, co dAo anh kdp 
phuc sAt dAt! Van hAt ong rude ludn dao de y phuc vA Ao 
mao vi nha hat lai ong thudng thde rieng! 

TAnh tinh edng edi, thing thin, quen viec xung ho 
chon trieu do. Hoc trd rAc roi phai goi “Quan Ldn”, nhUng 
thud Ay khong lay d6 lAm chudng tai. Nuc cUdi si td trudng 
T. qua du thi bAng thAnh chung gAp ong lAm giam khao, 
chung goi Didp tidn sanh bAng “ong”, tien sanh cadi gAn: 
“Vi hdi cha may dAm goi tao bAng “ong” hay chAng, hA 
huong IA mAy?”. Tuy vay, ong khong tieu tAm va hoc tro 
trudng la dAp trung, ong cho dilm tot buc. Buqc chd hay 
thudng thich kiem chuyen gay go vdi ngudi da trAng, lay 
do lam sung sudng, vA ludn ludn cU xd dich the vdi quan 
“mau quoc”, khong nhin bade nao. Tay ta deu ngAn va 
lanh ong vi sd ong lAm mAt mAt. 

8) Ba dai dien thitcmg mdi, an loat, khuyS't trtfang 
kinh te thi dac sdc nhat la co: 

- Dinh Thai San: Ong goc ngudi Nghe An vao Nam 
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thud nhd. Cha me theo dao Thien Chua da nhieu ddi. Ong 
xu£t than hoc nghi dong sdch tai nha in Thdnh dudng ho 
Tan Dinh. Ong nhd ong TrUcfng Vmh Ky thuong nen xin 
gium cho lanh ddng sdch cua Kho sdch chdnh phu. Vi ong 
Cau Todn gd con gdi cho, ve sau nhd on, ldp ra nha in va 
bdn sdch, sura xe “mdy”, sura, sung, sura din manchon, lai 
cung lanh mua giiim nhufng mon hang Sai Gon cho thin 
chu d Luc J'inh, gdi hhng theo Nha Day thep bang cdcn 
lanh h6a giao ngdn mdi me dan ta chua thdy ngucfj biet 
suf dung. Nha sdch “Phdt Todn” d dudng d’Ormay, ve sau 
6ng nhudng cho ban Id ong Joseph N guy In Van Viet, ngay 
nay con phat dat va d y cho cu. Dinh Thai Son tdch ra 
hun von vdi ong Le Phdt An, c6 ong Le Van Nghi lam dai 
dien, md ba can “An tho cuqc” tai dudng Catinat s6 157 vd 
dich hai chi? “Dong Hiep” ra tieng Phap ldy hi|u 
“Imprimerie de FUnion”. 

Ve sau, nha in “de FUnion” sang tan cho 6ng Nguyln 
Van Cua, ttmg dudi ldm nhh sdch, tren liu cho mudn phdng 
ngu. Sau rdt nha in “de FUnion” t d 157 dudng Catinat, ddi 
qua nhh mdi tao d gan trudng hoc Taberd, ng6 mat qua 
h6ng Sd Bun di|n chdnh. Nay da ddi qua nha buon ngoai 
qudc. 

- Nguyen Van Vi&'t: Ong Jh. Viet budc vdo thuong 
nghilp cong nghe tir nSm 1900. K§ dd ong ndi nghidp ong 
Dinh Thai Son, in truyen dong sach, cAn cii nhilu nam 
gly dung su nghiep ldn de lai. con chdu tiep tuc cho den 
ngay rdy. 
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* Nguyln Van Cua: Thud nho ki|m can kho sd. Ti/ng 
nghe noi lai ring luc au tho, ong khong ngin ngai xach 
den long theo chi di ban rong dim khuya mdi du song, cor 
cUc vo ngan. The ma may chuc nam sau ai ai cung biet 
danh 6ng. Mot die sic nura la cho den ngiy ty tran ong 
chi lam “Ong Uuyen Cua” (ti/dc Ham) vi dio tao rat nhieu 
Phu va Doc phu danh du. Ong la than sinh tUdng Nguyln 
Viet Xuan (trao Bio Dai). 

9) Nay ke qua cie nha van, nha bao ky cUu nhuft 
trong Nam, nhd vi nao thi viet ra day, khong nhurt thiet 
dinh sip theo tham nien cung thuf tu, thi dai khai thud ay 
co: 

- Gia Dinh bao li xUa hon ca. Ra ddfi 1-4-1865 dudi su 
dilu khien cua ong Ernest Potteaux, qua den 16-9-1869 
giao vi ong Truong Vinh Ky, ong li to nghe bio quoc vin 
ta vay. Ngo hon hit li trong cai 6 chCra dqi chuf ky cua 
ngUcfi quan ty, thud Ky khong dich “glrant” mi viet li ke 
l&m nhitt trinh. 

- Phan Yen bio do ong Di#p Vin Cuong biin tip. 

- N6ng C6 Min Dam, Ta ddi nam 1901. Luang Khic 
Ninh tu Du Thuc lim chu but, rdi den luqt Gilbert Tran 
Chanh Chieu, Tan Chau Nguyln Chanh Sat, Nguyln Van 
Kiiu but tu Lao Nhac, Nguyln Dong Tru, Le Vin Trung, 
Nguyln Thinh Phuong phu but v.v... 

- NH giai chung cua ba Suomg Nguyet Anh, con gai 
Do Chieu, sau ve tay Nguyln Thanh Ut lim chu but. 

-Thong loai khoa trinh (miscellanies) cua ong Truong 
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Vinh Ky (1888-1889), chuyln ve stfu tap cac van Nom xiia; 
(sau doi ten lai la “Su loai thong khlo”). 

- Nhilt bdo tinh. 

- Nam trung nhift bio cua Nguyln Tuf Thufc, chu btit; 
LI Sum, phu but. 

- Dong Phap thdi bdo, tnfdc chu but la Nguyln Kim 
Blnh, sau giao ve Diep Van Ky (con cua Diep Van Cucrng), 
it llu doi lam td Than Chung , dudi stf cong tdc d^c life cua 
nhdm Nguyln Van Bd, gido sif xuat than Trifdng Su pham 
Ha Npi, Tin Da Nguyln Khdc Hieu, Bdo Trinh Nhat, 
Tr4n Huy Lilu, Phan Kh6i, v.v... 

- Cdng ludn bdo cua Nguyen Kim Binh. 

- Phu nit tan vdn cua Nguyln Bdc Nhu$n va nhdm 
Phan Khoi. 

- Roi din nhufng nao Trung l&p bdo (Phi Vin Tran 
Van Chim); Nhat tan bdo 1926 (Cao Hdi Bl); Sit pham 
hoc khoa (nha in Nguyln Van Cua); Trong Khub Phbng 
(LI Thlnh Tifdng) (1934) (Chu but: Lifcfng Binh Thilu) 
v.v... 

Ngodi cac tay viet bao, con nhifng ong tuc nho In si, 
kl chuyen tdm dich truyen Tdu, ngifdi soan tilu thuylt; 
Trln Phong Sac tU Bang Huy, Nguyln Chanh Sit, Nguyln 
An Khifcmg (than phu Nguyln An Ninh), Nguyln An Cif 
(thuc phu Nguyln An Ninh) (cung mot tay hit thuoc co 
danh), Nguyln Vien Kilu tif Lao Ngac, Nguyen Thanh 
Phi/omg (ngifdi Tra Vinh), Ll Holng Mifu tU Mong Hue 
Liu, Nguyln Thanh Uc, Le Sum tU Trifdng Mau, v.v... 
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Nhufng ngudi nay tfa tifu goc dudng Thu Khoa Huan, tai 
nhi hat Cufu Long Giang (Phip goi la Hdtle du Mekong) 
hoic tai khich san Nam Hong Phat tren con dudng Le 
Lpi. Coe dp xanh hai cdc bac, bufa com Tdy vi vdo boh mdn 
tam cdc, rUpu tinh rieng (vin mousseux hieu Veuve Amiot 
chi co chin cic mot chai ldn). Nguyln An KhUtfng co nhi 
tren Hoc Mon, dufng lap tiem Chidu Nam Lau, tifng dudi 
co cua Nguyen An Ninh dufng cdt may ao dai, tifng tren 
chuTa khach den ti tuc, phan ddng la hoi vidn kin cua 
nhom “Dong Kinh Nghla Thuc” va phe Cudng De. Thud 
chung t6i mdi chan udt chan rio ldn Sii Gon khoang nim 
1919, c6n thay mdi chieu dang mot ngudi din ba trong 
tuoi, dong day dl coi, dufng trong pho' sai trd, hoac ngoi 
trdn sap vin cdt cdt may may. Hoi ra mdi bidt day la co 
ruot cua Nguyen An Ninh. Nay bi da vui choi tien canh, 
nha phd ba d, nhd m&i mai thi mot day vdi cic tiem Chi 
ban vai, loi rap chieu bdng Nguyen Hud hien thdi. Tide 
thay chd niy khong dupe ky nipm lai bdng mot tam “lac” 
cam thach d $ ddi, guomg mpt tiet phu biet ii quoc thuong 
ndi, tam “lie” khdng can dii d6ng, midn viet, “Diy la cho 
cu tiem Chieu Nam Lau tifng chura nhdm D6ng Kinh Nghia 
Thuc” (19.. .19), tudng nhif viy cung du! 

4 

10) NhGng ngudi Idi lac, vitat mile qudn chung trong 
vai giai khac la hem thitcmg. 

Bi Luu Thi Ngoan, tuc danh “Co Ba Ngoan”, lam 
chu mot ginh hit boi, dio tao nhieu dio kdp nay cbn de 
tiding nhde ddi (dao Nim Nho, dau cua ba, hit dufng clip 
vdi kep Hai Thing (sau nay la Biu Thing) thi khong ai bi 
kip. Dong thdi edn kep Siu At xuat sic vai Du Nhupng va 
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vai Quan Cong, kep Cang gidi vai-TrUdng Phi, d4u Ik kep 
dao hufu hang, khong kdm cac dao kep Bao Bon, Bko 
Chung, ong Tu Nhut ldp trudc. 

Chp Ldn co ba Tkm Boi quen goi “Co Tam” cung chu 
ganh hat boi hufu danh, khong sut gknh “Co Ba Ngoan”, 
thkm c6 rap hht rieng, su nghiep do so, nha lau, vudn cao 
su, hdt xoan ca 6, khi bk nhkm m^t, su nghiep cung tieu 
tan theo gid. 

Budng Ho Van Ngk cho rap chieu bong Rex, xUa co 
ong Ninh dung rap hat b6i tai day. Ten ong la Lucrng 
Khkc Ninh, tu Du Thuc, vda nhk vkn, soan tuong, viet 
bao, vda lam biu ganh hat, vda kem chdc nghi vien qukn 
hat, nen ong dupe ting nhieu chile hieu: Bau Ninh, Hoi 
dong Ninh, cung mdt ngddi. 

Trong gidi hue khoi, nghe nhke lai, trudc kia, hoi Tay 
mdi den, co co Ba, con gki thky thong Chknh, lk dep khong 
ai bi; dep tu nhikn, kh6ng ring gia, khong ngUc cao su 
nhcfn tao, tdc dki chain got, bdi ba vong mpt ngon, mUdt 
mupt vk thorm phde dku dira mdi thing, dep khong vi phkn 
son gia tao, dep dkn noi Nha nude in hinh vao con tern 
Nha Thor Dky thep (Btfti dien), vk m6t hi£u budn xk bdng 
xin phep hoa hinh 1km mlu rao hang: xk b6ng “Co Ba” 
muon biet danh tieng cd nao xin rang tim cac bk cd 1900 
hoi lai! Lo'i nam 1923 den 1935, c6 ckc co Ba Trk, TuNhi, 
Sku Huong, Hai Thdi, v.v... dua nhau bkn dang thuyen 
quyen, bao hai Bach C6ng td, Hkc Cong td, Cdng td Bac 
Lieu, Cong td Cau Ngang (Tra Vinh) kinh nhau pha nha 
ciia cha me de lai. (6ng cha cac cau, ke giau ruong “co bay 
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thing einh”, ngiiifi gi6u nhd ruQng muoi miet Bac Lieu, 
(m6t ng6y ning tfi't hud lcri din nim ngan dong bac, bac 
thcfi ay, nhif chori). Chiiu chieu cic co liton dio tren cic 
dudng phd, hit Cho Ben Th6nh din Catinat, xe Delage 
mui trin, t6i xe van y phuc nha c6 di'u hieu, hay xe Hoa 
Ky "cat chi” mdi trong hang liy ra buoi sdm. Cic co thi 
dua tren difdng nhda, ldn Thu Btfc in nem hoac den tim 
suoi Xuan Trifdng. Cac c£u khong sin xe, cac thiy phong 
luu, 6ng com mi b6t “choi bcri” cung khong chiu sut nude 
an xii cua cic cong tvjr mui tring. Xe song ma chay mat, 
mdi gid hai dong bac, xe 16 ca xong mdi cuoc S6i G6n Thu 
Bdc dau thing la nam dong, cuoi thing can xu mdi moc 
ba dong cung dupe! Toi lai dudi bong din, cic co nhtf budm 
te tifu du mit canh song bai song me, hoac nam ba gay 
mam hut c6 dan ca giup vui, bio hai cac ciu con chu dien 
muon len mat vdi chi em danh phii tron ve bin lua vay 
bac Cha, c6 cim sii nghidp ong b6 dl lai. 

* 

Nam Quy Suru (1913) co vu Phan Phat Sanh lam 
“Cach mang”. Phan Phat Sanh tu Lac, nim ay, vira hai 
mUcfi tuoi, con cua Phan Nui lam cinh sat trong Cho Ldn. 
Luc nho khong ham in hoc, ldn d bdi cho Tay, bdng xung 
Phan Xich Long, tu minh cho 16 “Bong cung”, con vua 
Him Nghi, s£m mao va day dai vang, tu ton 16m “Hoang 
de”, lap dang kin, che tao lUu dan trii phi, in trit din 
khap chp Sai Gon, Chp Ldn, Binh Tay keu goi dan noi 
day chdng Phap. Viee lam nhu gia ngo (gia bo) chua chi 
da bi lau su, bit bd lung tung. Phan Xich Long bi co Tay 
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tai Phan Thiit, cbng gidi ve Sdi Gon. Dong dang, ca 
thay bi bit mdt trfim rmfdi m6t ngirdi, dem ra Toa Ao Do 
xuf til m6ng ndm den rnirdi hai thing mii&i mot difomg Jich 
1913, tha bong ndm miifli b&n ngtfdi, keu An ndm mitoi 
bay ngUdi, n&ng hdn h£t Id dn chung than kho sai sau 
ngirdi: Phan Xlch Long, Nguyin Tri , va Nguyen Hiep, An 
hien dien, c6n ba ngifcfi Nguyen Mang, Trildng Phtfdc vd 
Nguyen Tho trdn thodt khdng bit ddorc, bi An khiem di|n. 
Ba ngirdi ndy bi giam Khdm Ldn Sdi Gon, 1dm chan d6ng 
gidi giang ho ma thiidng. Qua ndm Blnh Thin (1916), giufa 
tran Au Chdu dai chidn (1914-1918) b£n trdi Tay, Tay 
thua xi£ng lieng thi dfim mtfdi hai thing Gieng am lich, 
dang kin “Thidn Dia H<?i” td chile cupc phd khdm cufu ede 
“dai ca” ra khdi vdng lao ly . Ban ddu r&t nhieu thuydn ghe 
nh6 til xil d£n ddu chen nhau diidi gim cAu mdng Khdnh 
Hoi, den ba gid khuya Id khdi sii. Dtfdi khau hidu “dai ca”, 
c Ac dong ding thdy d&u udng biia, co mang phu chu, tay 
edm guwm mic, kdo ldn phd Khdm Ldn Sdi Gdn. Dao ndi 
chuyen vdi sung 1dm sao lai, bua chu chdng dan chi co 
hi$u ltfc trong tri 6c ngirdi me tin. Sd thile thi hai ngirdi bi 
bin chet tai eda Khdm Ldn, bon ngifdi bi riTdt theo bin 
nga tai Xom Diu trong Cho Ldn. Dong dang, bat cuf dan 
ong ddn ba ai mdc ao den quin trang, buoi sdng ay vd 
Iln quan xom tinh nghi la bi bdt nhot kham va dera ra xuf 
d Toa Dai Hinh. Ket cube: ba mifcfi tam ngddi bi xuf tuf tai 
Dong tap tran vd bin ngay hai mifdi thing hai ndm 1916, 
mirdi ba ngirdi bi xuf ban ngay mildi sdu thing ba nam 
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1916, ke luon hai ngudi dem phi khim tuf chien tai trin 
tien va bdn ngudi bi ha sit tai Xdm Diu, thi cu$c phi 
khim n&m 1916 da khidn nim mifcri biy vi “anh hftng” 
ten ghi vio sit thiy bi vui chon “Dat Thinh Chi” dudng 
Hidn Vudng (Vo Thi Siu), cho den mdri d&y nghxa dia niy 
bi ban phi ra binh dia xay xom nha anh em lao dqng tai 
xe, do thanh, mo ma xieu lac mat tich luon, nhimg danh 
thdm con mai trong tri oc ngUfri yeu nude. 

Gidi ngudi bit die chi trd sanh nghe la thi trUdc cd 
Tu Mit, sau cd Thdy Siu Ng. 

Tii Mat, ten thiet la Nguyln Vin Trudc, sanh tien cd 
lip mdt tiem hdt toe, so" nha 200 dudng Thuy binh cu (nay 
dudng Dong Khinh) lay hieu li “Nam Htfu Mai”. Ngay 
mudi bdn thing nim nim 1915, Toa dem Tu Mat ra xuf, 
ke lai lich Tu Mit cd den ba vo, deu phuc su “Anh Tu” het 
long, va v6 so" anh em. Tda khdp Tu Mdt vio toi “gia nhap 
hoi kin dm trq Cudng D<f”, keu in liy chtfng, ky trung Tu 
Mit bit chudc theo guemg Don Hung Tin trong truyen 
Thuyet Dudng: phim trong dam du con dufa nao da chiu 
lim em cQa “Dai ca Tu Mit” thi dai ca khong khi nao bd, 
“hoan nan tuung cufu, sanh td bit ly”, khong tiln dai ca 
cho tien; khong io, dai ca cho io; thim chi khi bi tu rac 
thi cd ngudi nuoi an va cung cdp thuoc, binh. Nhung khi 
nio dai ca can dung ra linh thi phai tuan hinh, chet song 
khong ke thin, sai bieu chdm ai, giet ai la chem giet bat 
luin ba con than thich. Tu Mit di den tinh nao xur nao la 
em ut rdn rin, dUa theo ung ho, dtfa den trinh dien bai 
nghinh dai ca. Tu Mit bude vao quan nude nao thi ngudi 
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khdc hoi nen lui chan, hang em ut tha ho goi banh goi mi 
vi da co dai ca bao tra. Nhtmg phdi nhd “fin cua anh Ttf 
thi sau nly co vi£c chd kha so do cung anh To”! Linh 
trdng kieng de ni m$t, c6 bot mipng ngam sdp cung lam 
lor. Linh sai na tro'c da ra m k tim khfing co ai dam ra ta 
sanh cam Ttf Mdt, khdng khdo c 6 ngdy mang theo, Sn dao 
cua hang em ut anh Ttf. Tuy vay het hoi vinh r6i den hoi 
xuong do'c. Ve sau Ttf Mat an nan vao chua “Giac Lam” 
Chef Ltfn lan chuoi bo d4 tung kinh sdm hoi. 

Thay Sau Ng. thi khde. Thay mua Phdp tich, ISy ten 
Tay la Paul D. de rui thfri x6 kham thi dtfcfc dai hang ddc 
bi$t, lipt hang pham nhofn Au tich. Ve sau cham phdi vien 
chtfofng ly Lafrique, Paul D. bi thau chtfc dan Tay. Thiy 
lam nghe chtfa bac khdp vung Sai G6n Chq Lorn, cao lau 
khach san phdi nhd thay Sdu (kep ung ho) thi mdi mong 
h6t me so da kh6ng bi bat hodc bi pha dam gitft tien. 
Thay Sau to chtfc rat chu ddo. Moi tuan, thay sai ngtfdi 
than tin dem bao tha lo lot trao tay den tan nha. Ctf dem 
m6t tuan nhtft “chai” may ngay la tra “tiin sup”. Btfa nao 
khong chai dtfcfc thi goi “ngay ay hoi ”, mi£n trd tien. Trd 
ttf tren xud'ng dtftfi vd tra ttf dtftfi len trdn ong xep, dng 
chu stf phong, 6ng thdng, ong ky, thdy d<?i chay giay, chu 
cai gtfc dtffrng, anh linh tay trtfn cung “Sm tien” thay Stfu, 
n£n m6i khi co linh tren dtfa xuong day di “bdt'bai thiy 
Sau chtfa” thi Thay da hay trtfdc, hay gap may lln: hay 
bkng ong xep bdo tin, hay b&ng dpi, cai, bep, linh, m6i 
ngtfofi ndm dtfqc giay “mat linh” la ldt dat go ctfa “nha 
ngtfdi ngoi khong chia cua” de gioi tin sot deo. Gitfa ede 
ngtfdi thp cua hoi vd thay Stfu, con mot anh lcri hai la ten 
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c9i xe dap chd bao the di phdt timg nha. Moi tuan anh 
chdn lan “lay len”(l) cua m5i ong chut it, md nao ai hay 
biet, co biet chSng la nhufng tay h6t edi s6ng me vi thay 
anh ta van co tien cung mdi ngdy md khong hay han. 
Thly Sau vdn nghi nhiftig v&n ep long dung dda 1 6 bat 
lifting nhifng tinh xao, cac ong vdn biet, biet minh bi trut 
lop (2) m6i tuan hay it ntfa mot doi tuan bi mot lan, nhung 
bidt thi biet vay chd mieng nao keu ma keu vdi ai? 

Nhdc den Lafrique Id nhd den ong childng ly mdt sdt 
“Thiet dien vo til”, gidi bat lilcmg deu ngan vd kieng so. 
The ma c6 mot lln ho La vdn bi qua mat edi vii ma khong 
hay biet, vd bi mot quan Vidt bdn difrig khong ngcr. 

Sif cd nhd vay: 

Thay Sdu bi ho La bdt ve tdi chufa me cho vdo tu mot 
luc; luc ra khdm dilorc rdi, thay treo gidi thudng: “ai gioi 
tdi edm d6 cho cd Sn cdu, cho ho La de thdy til do chcfi it 
lau, thi thay den on ngudi dy: tidn thildng mdt mildi ngan 
dong bac ldn, ridng mdi ngdy mien “choi tha cufa khong ai 
b4t” Id cd tien xup rdc rdc mot tram dong ngdy dy, nguyen 
khong sai ldi. (Thud d6, thong d6c Nam Ky lifting chila 
den ba ngan bac). Vd co mpt Thong Doc timg phan bi an 


(1) Thanh ngti “lay len* nghe la tai vh da co ngacri tlm vdi “lay len”; nhong 
“liy len" co nghla rieng cua ni, ttic ch$n lan fin xdt, in bdt, An xen lrifp 
tren m&t. V.H.S 

(2) Trut lap hay do lop nghla den la liy, trut da ci trong lop ra, (Trong Nam, 

lop la d6 dung bit ci diran bing tre, giong cii bong, hai diu d&t hai cii 
toi (bom) ci chui vao trd ra khong dang), nghia bong “trut lop n I& an 
chin, bit ca trdm trade cua ngi/di. Hadng nadc nhtft cue ci/ng cua nguai ta 
cung 1& trut lop! 
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it hern vi£n co xep Chef Ldn, vi IS ml li xi cua Tau cho c6 
vo so dem. Nhif vby bac m6t trim m6i ngby, tinh ra nham 
mot tuan biy btfa: 100$ x 7 = 700$, vb mSi thing hai mifori 
tbm ngby, la 100$ x 28 = 2.800$. Trong khi ay, vien chbnh 
tham bi?n Tiy gin ve htfu, nhdt hang tham bien, ltfcfng 
thing chin trfim vb vien ddc phu suf dac hang, liiorng thing 
hai tr&m nfim chuc ding. Vi ham si bac kdeh xu, ma cung 
biy lau thua me sbng thay Sau tham thung lan hoi vo 
phtfcfng cay gd, vay hoi bac Cha khong duoc nufa nen co 
mbt 6ng Quin, ngoi cai tri mot vimg co tieng lb xuf cao su 
tot nhurt trong Nam, 6ng ta nghi ra mot diSu ke". Ong biet 
ho La c6 din diSn trong quan minh, nen mbt horn xuong 
lanh mang vdi thiy Siu giao kit ngby ay, thang ay, thiy 
Sdu cur md c6ng khai sbng me tai sd... di/omg... trong Chef 
Ldn, niu khong ai lbm kh6 dS thi thay phai giur lori trao 
cho ong s6 bac modi ngbn. LiSn khi ay, cbn tien thifdng 
moi ngby m6t tr&m hen hiu nhirt tri. Thiy Siu ling chiu. 
Den ngby hen, thiy din edi ngbnh thiu (ngan diu) din 
cho do dng Quan chi, kb trii chiS'u, ngUcfi cim chSn hot 
me, tay con ddt rin rin tron budi toi, tti d6 din din khuya, 
thien ha vo ra ntfdm ntfop khong khbc nao nha xec (Cercle), 
cb ba tbng, the" ma llnh trang, bi£n Tay khong mot ai ndi 
nufa ldi. Thiy Sau mtmg r9 ra mbt, xia tien thifdng mtffri 
ngan khong tide, mb mifng hefn ai ca, lb ong Quan, ong 
chef sbn tif hoi nao, ong thop so bac nhdt vao tui ngon 
lanh, len xe di mot midc, khong can dem, lai con dan vdi 
thay Sau hay tiep tuc di roi se hay. 

Thay Sau quen mufng (ldi) eu, qua ngby sau, cbn mbi 
them cac tay sop cho sbng me them cup lac. Btfi tay con 
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ddng du, chu song ddatng “nhap than”, me dang xi mutog 
(v6 cube) ngon lhnh, thi linh c6 up tdri xo x&u d4t v4 b6t, 
chi thi£u m9t chu chtfa, nhifng thay Sdu da cd ngddi hy 
sinh ra chiu toi the. T4 ra 6ng Quan qua 1& di6u thu. Ngdy 
trade 6ng mdi ho La ddn nha mon dai edm thdt rddu. Ho 
La vi ldng, vSn can dung ong'Quan dd coi chting coi doi sd 
vifdn vk nhd ch&m nom ba “thhng cu li”, ddng cho chung 
n6 trdn hodc bo sd, bdi the nen khi nghe ong Quan ngo ldi 
thiet yeu xin 6ng ban die kn nhdn ngay gi6 to tien trong 
Chd Ldn, tai c&n nha cua nhac phu, sd... dudng... dung 
vao ng^y thur bay tuan tdi, ngay ay “cd anh em ba con co 
bde te tdu ddng ngddi va co danh bai an thua nho nho cho 
vui dam”, ho La nghe chua durt ldi da gat dau lia Ha, ve 
nha c6n khong qudn din din cd bdt den ngay gid da dinh 
ddng quay ray ngay gid to tidn cua ngddi ta, nhifng chi 
ngay thur bay do thoi, vao ngdy khde co xay ra viec gi thi 
cur phdn sd thi hanh. Bdi rtia nen vide hom sau thay Sdu 
dhnh om han vao ldng, tuy that bai nhifng doi vdi thay, 
nhd bu mat can voi, ndo th&m thdp chi thiy, hong so! 

Kd ve the Idc, thly Sdu khdng 1dm quan, lam lang 
ma oai ve hefn quan lang ba b6i. Chieu chieu, thay ngoi xe 
hoi “sdu mdy”, tai x& chdnh va tai xd' phu ddu van y phuc 
co Ion chay chi thdu, thdy rao mot vdng Chef Ldn lay tien 
xau, thay ghe cao Mu nho thi y nhd hen trddc, tai phu kdo 
ng&n tu lay bac ra nap khdng sai mot xu nhd. Cd khi thay 
cao hufng len ldu cam chdn “xo cai” gidi mu6n, may khi 
nhd vay, ckc tay ho kha (con bac) dat tha cufa, nd'u thay 
thua co chu tiem bao thau chung tra du roi sau se tmh 
toan vdi thay. Ma cd bac nhd song thdy Sau, ai lai khong 
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Ua. Trudc khi bay ra Dai The Gidi, may mucti nkm ve 
trudc, mk thiy da skp dat hin hoi. Tiem chu cao lau nko 
do thay to chore cho choi, thi den do den xanh bko hieu 
dang hoang, linh trkng hoac du con, berm bai khong the 
nko trdo lkn liu duqc ma hong phk phkeh. Chd chpri, khkch 
vifa bifdc vko Ik da cd ngudi den dang nude dk, nude cam 
giki khkt; mi chko tha ho mu6n dung cd goi tdu bao hdu 
skng (1) dem ldn, khdi trk tien, them skn bkn den mcri 
moc, sap gu bdng tron, muon giai phien may dieu may 
ngao, cung cd du ngudi, du chS cung cap, tham chi c6 
ngudi quk tham, thda dip nkm gan bkn dkn tikm tiem, 
nUdng nUdng, nhdt a phien dky hop kalmine de dem ve 
nha hut sudng thkn khdi ton tien, viec nhu vky mk cung 
khong ai chi trich, chieu hien dai si den the' lk cung! Cd 
bac thi khong dknh dkt bkng tien mkt, vi dau the nko 
cung phai de phdng de neu khi bi bkt thi dk chay kn; 
trong song sat phat kn thua vdi nhau bang “nut chi” hokc 
bkng chiec dua, tiiy mau ske khke nhau, nut chi ke la bao 
nhieu dong, chiec dua tuy mau ske, lk may chuc mky trkm, 
tuy giao ket trude. Khach th6i chcri bude xuong lku den 
bkn tai phu, trao ckc vkt ay la cd du so bac, khong sai 
chay xu nko cd. 

Cd khi thay Sdu ngoi nha hkng uong rUtfu khai vi 
hokc de nghe em ut phuc trinh chd nko chcri, chd nko dep, 
chd nao cd ngUdi phk dam, hokc cung de khoe co nhkn 


(1) H4u s£n g: Hail sanh (b6i b&n) Pho ky: hoa (Lu6n tien ch6p luon, thud 
xiXa co thuf ri/cmg d! hut £ phien luc di cluing, goi h&m phu sdu , ttfc h6m h6 
thu (thu£t theo lai cu Vi Huyen Die) (V.H.S) 



256 


VJC5NG HONG SEN 


Linh mdi sAm! Ldi An mAc cua thiy rat ky di, niufa don 
ban, nufa may ong, may thiy. Buoi sAng thAy thiy dien 
bo tussor (vai tof tAm) bdn ngdt, buoi chieu thiy tra b<? 
“quang dong” hAng BAc Thao, chon di giay escarpin! Mpt 
hom thay mAc y phuc lua den, dcfm sAu nut dng Anh la 
sau h6t kim cOomg ldn co dau ngon tay ut. Thay den go 
cufa phong nha ngu BA lac gdc dodng Le Cong Kieu Chef 
Mdi, de nhd thay To Nen xem s6" todng. To Nen luc ay 
dang noi danh, thoat trong dien mao thay, To Nen cung 
phai gia vd chudc met mdi xin hen qua ngAy sau se den 
nha doAn vain menh lu6n ci hai ong bA mdi chic chin 
hem. Sau, thay To ndi rieng vdi tic gia bai nAy (V.H.S) 
ring sd di hom Ay thay khong dam tro tai, la vi thoat tien 
thay thay mot ngOdi mAt mAy do ton, in mAc khic thodng, 
trong y To Nen dinh: nefu dd 1A “in cOdp sat nhon” thi sau 
choa ngoi tu, edn neu dd 1A “trodng gia phu hio” thi sao 
hinh thu todng mao la lung den the? To Nen dda khich 
Ta cufa, nhd sd xe ndn nhd ngOdi hdi xa phu (tai xe) biet 
dope dlch thi dd 1A thiy SAu Ng. Qua ngAy ke dd, To NAn 
den nhA xem cA chi tay hai vp ching thiy Sau, vi nhd 
biet trOdc, ndn doan khfing sai mdt may. NAo so thiy 
ngoi khong chia cua, todng Bon Hung Tin ddi Dodng. Nao 
nAm tdi day, chi tay thay duft doan d dodng sanh mang, le 
dang nam tdi thay bo minh. Nhong may sao tay cua vp 
thay khong co so chet chong, nen doi lai nam tdi day 
thay vA co se each m&t nhau, hoac nhe thi do mot cu6c di 
choi xa. Dong du, Tay du nao biet, hoac nAng thi thay 
nguc hinh tu toi; To Nen ndi rat nhieu, thiy SAu khen lay 
khen de, va ve sau, nghiem ra khong sai mot Idi, qua 



SAI GON NAM XlfA 


257 


nhien Tu Nen la bac ky tai trong khoa tiring so. Thay 
Sau sau nay bi kd khdc manh thi life hem gi&nh nghe 
them het thanh den suy, ve gia thay ddnh dau thua do, 
lai bi ban htfu trd mat cUdp mot so tiin to tat, nen thay 
ban ca hai nha lau xinh dep, va ty tran trong nha dueng 
lao gan Sai G6n. Em lit, nhu bo ciu hit lua, khong mot 
dda nao cho thay thay mat luc Mm chung. 

Tie gid bai nky duqc mac kich nam 1927 * 1928, mot 
vu thay Sdu xuf ki§n va len an day leu mot chu chic 
chuyen m6n do tam hudng lan (an gian). 

Ba Phan K. den xec (cercle) cua thiy Sdu trong Chor 
Lbn. Nei day, m6i dem co simg tam hubng an thua m6i 
the hudng M nam ding. Chii chic trio hpt, an ba K. sach 
tui, hen ba ngan bac. Sab co nghbi mdeh manh ldfi gian, 
dUa ba K. den thua su tai nha thay Sau. Thay lat dat sai 
em ut quin khdp chor Ben Thanh va trong Che Lin, may 
sao gip duec chu, lip tUc mbi chu din nha ri&ng cua thiy, 
c6 ca ba Phin doi nai va du ede tay em ut thinh linh. 
Thiy Sau ra hdi.ky cang, xbt qua dung nhu lbi ba K. than 
phiin. Thiy xur chu phii tri du so bac gian lan cho bi K. 
Trd roi, thiy lin in: “S6ng bdi cua xec tbi to chtfc in thua 
s6ng phing. Bi Phdn diy toi van kinh trong la anh, Id 
chi cua toi. Nay nha nguei den phi dam. Toi nguei n&ng 
Mm, nhung ne lbi ba da xin tha, thi toi cung tha cho lam 
phiMc, duy tu hiu, toi cam nha nguei tot hen dfrng Mo 
hdnh tdi Che Ben Thanh, dit Sai Gon va nha xec cua tbi. 
Em ut, nghe din: “Dufa nao gap mat han d dau thi “man” 
hin cho toi. Co he chi toi ehiu!” Lay luc edch miy cung 
khong xieu lbng, chii danh cuon goi trd ve Nam Vang 
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hfinh nghe. Thud d6, t6a Phfip luu day cdn c 6 the fin tron 
trd ve. Rui ro bi bit, bat qua ngoi til It lau. Vdi thay Sfiu, 
khong dUdc nhu vfiy. Nhtf thud kia doi vdi To Mat, thay 
Sfiu co em ut thi/a hfinh phan sU, hi khdng cho d duoc 
mot chon nfio thi chi co nude phai tufin linh thfiy thi mdi 
mong bio tofin sanh mang; cai linh, doan em ut thay Sau 
“fin thit” c6 ngfiy. 

Thly Sau c6n cd phifcfng phfip nudi em ut cung ngo 
Tuy dufa, tuy tfii, thfiy dung theo cho: dufa gfic difdng, dufa 
giuf cda, deu co phan sU vfi cd luong fin. G&p khi tung ban 
hufu si/, em ut den xin tien, thfiy Sfiu chi ngay gio gifiy bac 
cu rach vfi thieu mieng, thieu g6c, do tien ho, tien xau du 
lai. “Dd! mfic y. Dufa nfio rap m6t dupe bao nhilu thi lfiy 
dem vl mfi xai!”. Doi bin dlu thoa thufin nhu vay, nhuhg 
than oi, gifiy con khfi khfi, gifiy It hao da dupe o be ti/ dem 
tri/dc kia r6i, nhfi thiy Sau co nudi mpt bo Ba Tfiu chfim 
nom vfi dem gifiy bac, cd thua gi nhfi bfing! 

Ke ve bp qufin si/ cua thfiy Sfiu cung tfii tinh lfim. 
Thud dd, mot hoc gia (vi/a mdi mfit), ong chuyfin viet bfio, 
vfi Phfip vfin cua ong rfi't danh thdp, rfit muc phong it/u, 
nhfi viet bao Phfip Maurice Monribot da ti/ng bfii phqc, vi 
vfin ong nhu vfin Anatole France pha mtii BufFon. Ong 
lfim chu nhiem mot td tufin bao rat dupe dong bfio chu y. 
Ong binh sanh raft thich xem dfinh vo dfii va co tfinh Ua 
den gfin me xe hcri kieu mdi la, may em, chay le. Thu tieu 
khien cua ong lfi hfing ngfiy, fin van chinh te, ng6i ngay 
ngfin bfing sau, de tfii xe dUa di dao pho phudng, bin tfiu, 
lang Cha Ca. Nhi/ng tfinh ong rat ghet bfii bac vfi bon 
tfinh rat thanh liem thing thfin. Nghe thay Sau chiia bfii 
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noi d&u Ik sd bdo sau co it hang cua 6ng chi trich. Thay 
Sdu sof lam vh nop quk, mirqn ngtffri tin c$y den node quy 
hang va xin nap ong m6i tuin mot so bac to tat. Nhifng 
khong bao gift ong khurng ha minh lanh so tien nho nhdp 
Ky. Thiy S£u d&m chieu nhung cung chang biet lam sao. 
Cdch it lau, dng mub'n sim xe hoi, ndn d&ng bao tim each 
ban xe cu. Mpt chu Ba Tau den img mua vdi mot gia cao 
hon gid ong dinh khd nhieu. Ong mirng tham trung moi 
vk vui long ban xe, tho thdi va khoan khoai nho mot 
quin tuf lkm mot viec thanh thidn bach nhift. 

Ong vin y nho cu, thing tay “bo” thay Sau n&u dip 
difa den. Nhifng ngd dau, ky thay Sau chufa bai sau vu 
dng bdn xe, 6ng dknh ngo mit, gia dui, gia diec, vi vita 
dorm viet thi mat thing Ba Tau 16 ra: He! Tdi nghiep ma! 
NgQ ddu c6 tiin mua xe cila dng ! Mua xe cua ong, he, la 
tiin eda thdy Sau Id! 



